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Course Description

This course introduces students to the study of international relations.  The course begins with a historical overview of the international system and the rise and functions of nation-states.  We then examine various levels of analysis and theoretical perspectives on international relations—including Realism, Liberalism, and Constructivism—and discuss the nature of foreign policy decision-making.  The second half of the course applies these concepts to such issues as war and peace, the politics of economic relations, international organizations, ethnic conflict, the environment, human rights, and globalization.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend every lecture and to keep themselves updated on current events involving international affairs.  We will begin every Wednesday session with a discussion of relevant current events.  Graded components include: (1) a midterm exam, (2) a final exam, (3) 2 quizzes, (4) and a 3-page paper on a contemporary international relations topic.  The exams will test course readings as well as information covered during lectures, including discussion of current events.  Note that class lectures will sometimes cover material that is not covered in the course texts; similarly, the readings may contain material that is not covered in the lectures.

The final grade will be determined as follows:

Midterm exam

30%

Final exam

30%

Paper


20% (due January 28; guidelines will be handed out in class)

Quizzes


20% (10% each; on January 16 and February 20)
Course Texts

The course readings are from the following required books, both available at SBX bookstore:
· Karen Mingst, Essentials of International Relations, 4th Ed. (W.W. Norton)

· Karen Mingst & Jack Snyder, Essential Readings in World Politics, 3rd Ed. (W.W. Norton)

Academic Honesty
All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.  Absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else's words or ideas without proper citation) will be tolerated.  Any cases of cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the committee on academic misconduct and handled according to university policy.  If you have any question about the University’s Code of Student Conduct, please see the web site: http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/pdfs/csc_7-13-06.pdf.
Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Political Science 145 is a social science course in the “Breadth” category of the GEC.  Social science develop students’ understanding of the systematic study of human behavior and cognition; of the structure of human societies, cultures, and institutions; and of the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies interact, communicate, and use human, natural, and economic resources.
Among the possible outcomes of a social science course are these:
Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are applied to the studies of individuals, groups, organizations, and societies. 

Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in the contexts of human existence (e.g., psychological, social, cultural, economic, geographic, and political), and the processes by which groups, organizations, and societies function.  

Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and social values, and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy making. 
Political Science 145 is also a GEC “International Issues” global diversity course; this category of the GEC aims to accomplish the following:
International Issues courses help students become educated, productive, and principled citizens of their nation and the world. 

Students exhibit an understanding of political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences among the nations of the world, including a specific examination of non-Western culture.

January 4 – Introductory Session 

What are international relations and why are they important?  What are the goals of IR as a field of study?  What are the goals and organization of this course?

January 7 – Conceptual Foundations of IR I: Levels of Analysis and Realism


Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 3




Thucydides, in Mingst & Snyder




Morgenthau, in Mingst & Snyder, Chapter 3 

January 9 – Conceptual Foundations of IR II: Liberalism and Constructivism


Readings:
Kant, in Mingst & Snyder


Wendt, in Mingst & Snyder

Suggested: Doyle, in Mingst & Snyder
January 14 – The Structure and Actors I: The International System


Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 4




Bull, in Mingst & Snyder




Mearsheimer, in Mingst & Snyder, Chapter 3



Suggested: Wallerstein, in Mingst & Snyder
January 16 – The Structure and Actors II: The State


(Quiz 1)


Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 5




Suggested: Schelling, in Mingst & Snyder

January 21 – No Class; Martin Luther King, Jr., Day

January 23 – The Structure and Actors III: Foreign Policy, Elites, and Domestic Interests


Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 6



Mueller, in Mingst & Snyder


January 28 – War and Armed Conflict I: Causes and Types of War

(Paper due at beginning of class)
Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 8
von Clausewitz, in Mingst & Snyder

Jervis, in Mingst & Snyder, Chapter 8

January 30 – War and Armed Conflict II: Sources of Order
Readings:
Morgnethau, in Mingst & Snyder, Chapter 4

Wilson, in Mingst & Snyder

February 4 – Midterm Exam

February 6 – Ethnic Conflict and Terrorism

Readings:
Huntington, in Mingst & Snyder





Said, in Mingst & Snyder




Pape, in Mingst & Snyder




Suggested: Posen, in Mingst & Snyder

February 11 – International Political Economy I


Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 9



Gilpin, in Mingst & Snyder

February 13 – International Political Economy II: Free Trade & Globalization

Readings:
Milner, in Mingst & Snyder
February 18 – Prospects for International Governance I: International Law and Organizations
Readings:
Mingst, Chapter 7
February 20 – Prospects for International Governance II: The United Nations

(Quiz 2)
February 25 – Prospects for International Governance III: Sub-State and Non-Government Actors

Readings:
Keck & Sikkink, in Mingst & Snyder

February 27 – Case Study: The Global Climate Change Regime

Readings: 
“Caring for Climate 2005” at <http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/caring2005_en.pdf>

March 3 – Unilateralism versus Multilateralism in U.S. Foreign Policy

Readings:
Bush, in Mingst & Snyder
March 5 – Concluding remarks and review for final

March 10 – Final Exam: 11:30 – 1:18
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